Purpose of Affordable Warmth Grant

The main purpose of Affordable Warmth Grant is to improve the energy efficiency of the homes of people who spend more than 10% of their income on fuel, where those people don’t qualify for the Government’s Warm Front grant.  Works that may be included in an Affordable Warmth Grant application are:

· Loft Insulation – new or top-up insulation can be provided to a maximum depth of 270mm.

· Cavity Wall Insulation – the wall cavity can be filled with a proprietary insulation material.

· Draught proofing – plastic strip draught proofing to windows and outside doors, with a brush insulator fitted to the bottom of the door.

· Hot Water Tank Insulation – if the existing tank has no insulation or is inadequately insulated then a new hot water tank jacket can be provided.

· Central Heating – if the property has no form of central heating, or the heating system is obsolete or incapable of repair,  then a combination boiler and up to 5 radiators (including all valves and pipework) may be installed.

· Glass Fronted Fire – the conversion of a solid fuel fire into a glass fronted fire can be included where this is the main source of heating.

· Energy Efficient Light Bulbs – up to 5 energy efficient light bulbs can be included.

Grant Eligibility

In order to be eligible for an Affordable Warmth Grant an applicant must either own and occupy, or rent his or her property, must be over 18 years old and must spend at least 10% of his or her total annual income on fuel.  Where the property is occupied jointly, then joint income will be taken into account.  Evidence of income and fuel costs must be provided in order to qualify.

Applicants who qualify for Warm Front assistance will be referred onto the Warmfront scheme, and will not initially be considered for assistance from the Affordable Warmth Grant scheme. Where an applicant is offered assistance from Warmfront but the cost of the work is more than the maximum Warmfront grant, an application can be made for an Affordable Warmth grant towards the additional costs.

These grants are not available for properties owned by registered social landlords or the occupiers of Council owned accomodation.

Amount of Grant

The maximum grant that can be offered is £3,000 subject to the rules explained above. In cases where the Application is for a Warmfront top-up contribution, the maximum amount of grant that can be claimed under the Affordable Warmth scheme is limited to £1,000.

Grant Conditions and Repayment

Affordable Warmth Grants are given subject to the following conditions:

· Where an applicant provides an owner-occupier’s certificate the property must be occupied by the applicant or a member of his/her family throughout the 5-year period following the date that the Council certifies that the grant works have been completed;

· Where the applicant is a tenant the application should normally be accompanied by a Certificate of Intended Letting.  In these circumstances the property must be available for letting to the applicant or a member of the applicant’s family throughout the 5-year period following the date that the Council certifies that the grant works have been completed.  The minimum acceptable form of letting is an assured shorthold tenancy – holiday lets are not acceptable.

· The property must not be sold or otherwise disposed of within the 5-year period following the date that the Council certifies that the grant works have been completed.  This condition will not be breached if the disposal is of any one of the following types:

· The property has been left to someone in a will (although the sale of the property by that person will trigger repayment);

· The property is subject to a compulsory purchase order;

· In any other appropriate circumstances at the discretion of the Review Panel (see Appeals).

Failure to comply with any of these conditions will render the grant repayable in full plus compound interest to the date that the breach of conditions occurred.

These conditions are local land charges and are binding on any person who is for the time being an owner of the dwelling.

